
This class succeeded in answering the key questions from the 
prompt within the introduction of their essay, and then 
referring to them again in their conclusions. Most of the time, 
conclusions did a nice job of summarizing the essay overall.

Answers to the prompt were usually well thought out, and 
some even made some statements/reflections on the book 
that I had not considered before. It was rewarding to get 
unique insights on the topics of dreams and power as they 
related to "Of Mice and Men."

Additionally, for most of the students, it was clear they had a 
well-rounded understanding of the book. They seemed to 
know the individual characters very well, and those characters' 
respective dreams/"powers." I think their strong content 
knowledge made for a solid foundation from which their 
writing could grow.

Many students struggled to focus their knowledge of "Of Mice and 
Men" into a specific response to the prompt questions. Many of them 
strayed off topic (a lot of them seemed to focus on the themes of 
loneliness and friendship rather than dreams) and did not 
consistently develop their answer in each body paragraph. It might 
be helpful to remind students that the body paragraphs are intended 
to expand upon the original, succinct answer given in the 
introduction and support that answer with information from the book. 
It also could help for them to work through a graphic organizer or an 
outline of their paper before they start writing to help them stay on 
track. 

On a similar note, students can continue to grow in their use and 
management of quotes from the text. Some chose quotes/text which 
were irrelevant to the main idea of the essay, while others chose 
large chunks of significant text and were unable to pull out the most 
salient lines. Students need practice choosing quotes that 
supplement their own writing as well as practice integrating them so 
they add (rather than detract) from the main argument or idea.
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Rubric Criteria Your Score Out of

Purpose 3 5

Organization 2 5

Elaboration 3 5

Evidence 3 5

Total Points 11 20

What You Did Well Areas for Growth

Lainey, 

1) Good work on answering the prompt questions at 
the beginning of your essay. You made an 
especially insightful response when you mentioned 
how Lennie and George's dream inspired other 
characters to adapt that dream or remember their 
own. I had never considered that before, so well 
done!

2) In the introduction, you also did a good job of 
providing the historical background to the book. 
This gave readers some background information 
and helped explain why dreams were so prevalent 
in the story. Keep including those connections and 
outside information so your argument is better 
supported.

1) One area in which you could grow would be staying focused 
on answering the prompt throughout your entire essay. Many 
times while reading, I was unclear of how your writing related 
to the topic of dreams and what the dreams did for characters. 
While you made some references back to your answer in the 
introduction, these connections need to be more consistent so 
your reader can be reminded of why you are writing/what 
argument they are supposed to understand from reading your 
paper. It could help in the future to finish writing, and then 
reread your essay while asking yourself, "Does this prove my 
main point?" If it doesn't, it's unnecessary.

2) I’d also push you to work on your conclusion. If you refer to 
the rubric, your conclusion should summarize your essay and 
provide a "deep thought or lasting takeaway" for readers. In the 
comments, I provided some different questions which could 
hopefully help with that "deep thought" part. This would really 
take the conclusion to the next level.

If you keep these areas in mind for revisions or future essays, I 
know we will see great improvements!
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